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Think. Dream.  
Design. Dare.  

A New Early Childhood 
Center! 



THINK 
“The illiterate of the 21st century will not be those who 

cannot read and write, but those who cannot learn, 
unlearn, and relearn.” 

 
– Alvin Toffler 



• Our mission is in partnership with parents and the community, 
is to become the best educational system in America so all 
students demonstrate they are caring, responsible and 
knowledgeable citizens. 

 
• Instruction is at the core of making a significant difference in 

improving student achievement. Walled Lake Schools is 
relentless toward achieving our goal of Every Child, Every Day. 

 

Walled Lake Consolidated School District 



 
• 19 Schools 

• 12 Elementary  
• 4 Middle  
• 3 High  

• Educational Services Center 
• Outdoor Education Center 
• Operations/Transportation  
• Twin Sun Early Childhood 
• Enrollment of approx. 13,000 
• 55 square miles 
• 9 municipalities 

 

Walled Lake Consolidated School District 



Walled Lake Consolidated School District 
Dublin 
Elementary 

New early childhood 
center 

Twin sun 



“If you can dream it, you can do it!” 
 

– Walt Disney 

DREAM 



 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNNsN9IJkws


 



“Education is a natural process carried out by 
the child and is not acquired by listening to 
words but by experiences in the 
environment.”  -  Maria Montessori 

Freidrich Froebel  

Maria Montessori 

Horance Mann 

Jean Piaget  Jean Clinton 

Stuart Shanker 

Pioneers in Early Childhood Education 

Loris Malaguzzi 



Current Research 



 

Play 

“Play is really the work of childhood” - Fred Rogers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OEsB4D10Qa8


Social Emotional 



Academic 



Inclusion 



“Why fit in when you were born to 
stand out?” 

 
– Dr Suess 

DARE 



We're going 
to make our 
dreams come 
true… 



Roadblocks  

 
 

 
 

 



Mindset Shifts 



Staff Buy In 



Budget/Schedule 



 
• Cute kid photos 

 

Challenging the Status Quo 



DESIGN 
“The best way to predict the future is to create it” 

 
– Abraham Lincoln 



 



   
 

Outdoor Learning – Master Plan 



13 MILE ROAD 
 

WETLANDS 
 

PLAYGROUND 
 

STUDENT ENTRY 
GUEST ENTRY 
SERVICE ENTRY 
 

 

Site Plan 
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• Nature as inspiration in 
direct and indirect methods 

• Natural light  
• Views to nature 
• Natural building materials 
• Soft color palette based on 

nature 
• Nature murals and design 

motifs 
• Wetland and Forest themed 

classrooms wings 

 

Biophilic Design/ Play 



  
   
   

   
  

    
  

 
  

      
      
      

        
         

       
 

PLAYGROUND 
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Outdoor Space 

Natural Playground featuring: 
• Turf climbing mound 
• Balance beams  
• Accessible swings 
• Slides built-in to hill 
• Play structure 

 
Outdoor Learning: 
• Covered outdoor classroom allows 

children the opportunity to learn in 
an outdoor environment with less 
exposure to weather 

• Each classroom will have an 
exterior door to access their own 
backyard. This could be used as 
extension of the classroom when 
weather allows 



OUTDOOR 
PLAYGROUND 

 

CLASSROOMS 
MULTI-PURPOSE 
SERVICE / KITCHEN 
OFFICE 
CIRCULATION / 
COMMONS 
 

Building Plan 



• Classroom wing - 8 classrooms - connected to a central active zone  
• Active zone - extension of classroom - learning beyond classroom walls 
• Active zone - flexible space - variety of furniture pieces - facilitate different types of 

learning and play 

Active Zone 



   

  
    
    

      
    

    
    

   
     

   

Active Zone 

The Trailhead 
When you enter the active zone either through a child 
sized door or a standard, there will be sensory signage 
on the wall showing the different classroom animals 
and will help direct the child to their classroom 

 



Sensory Lobby – Student Entrance 



Sensory Lobby – Student Entrance  



   
Active Zone 

The Pond 
This will be the wet area, with a trough 
sink and water/sand tables. 

 



      
      

    
    

    
 

Active Zone 

Sensory  Park 
This will be an area that has sensory elements 
and tables for working on projects and fine 
motor development 

 



   

 
      
     

     
  

Active Zone 

Campfire 
This will be an area with mats on the floor 
for playing or reading in a small group 

 



   

    
 

     
     

    
   

 

Active Zone 

The Clearing and the Meadows 
This will be a mostly open area with some 
soft climbing objects for play and gross 
motor development. 

 



   

   
    

   
    
    

     
    

    
 

Active Zone 

The Rabbit Hole 
Between each group of two animal themed 
classrooms there is an observation area that can 
double as an area of refuge for a quiet 
alternative to the active zone. 

 



   
  

    
    
     
   

  
   

     
    

    

Active Zone 

Student Storage 
Each classroom will have 18 student open lockers for 
storage of coats, boots, and bags.  

 

Student Display 
Outside every classroom in a tackable surface that 
allows teachers to display student work. 



Active Zone 

 



Active Zone 

 



 Classrooms 



Classrooms 

 



Classrooms 

 



Gross Motor Area 

 



 

Office 



 

Office 



   

 

Student Spaces- Flex 











THANK YOU! 
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